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Purpose of 
the Report: 


Data Description: 


Description of the 
RTA Report: 


Other Reports: 


INTRODUCTION 


The 1990 Census Information Analysis report is’a compilation and 
brief summary of some of the initial data gathered from the 1990 
U.S. Census of Population and Housing. The report is intended as 
a reference source for the RTA Board of Directors and for RTA 
Planning and Development staff. 


There are two early products from the 1990 U.S. Census process: 
Public Law (PL) 94-171 Counts and Summary Tape File (STF) 1. 
The PL 94-171 Counts, or the redistricting data file, contains counts 
that were designed specifically for use in legislative redistricting. 
The redistricting data file provides data on population, race groups, 
persons of Hispanic origin, population 18 years and older, and 
housing units. STF 1 contains 100 percent of the population and 
housing unit data, including all information from the short form of 
the 1990 U.S. Census questionnaire. Additional products will be 
released over the next few years. 


The following 1990 U.S. Census information is contained in this 
report: 


¢ Population ¢ Housing Units 

¢ Families * Occupancy Status 
¢ Family Size ¢ Vacancy Status 

¢ Households ¢ Median Value 

* Household Size ¢ Contract Rent 

° Sex ¢ Units in Structure 
° Age 

* Race 


Where appropriate, a comparison of 1990 and 1980 U.S. Census 
data is provided. 


The report is organized into four sections, and a brief summary of 
the data is presented at the beginning of each section: 


* County Data 

* Political Township Data 

* Municipality Data 

* Chicago Community Area Data 


This report represents one of the first products of the RTA Planning 
Information System which RTA is developing using TransCAD and 
other microcomputer software. Additional reports will be prepared 
as the data becomes available. 


RTA staff thanks the Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission for its help. The timely 
provision of selected data files from the 1990 U.S. Census Summary Tape File 1 and other 
data as requested has made the production of this report possible. 
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Overview: 


Population: 


COUNTY DATA SUMMARY 


The RTA service area encompasses 3,753 square miles in six 
northeastern Illinois counties: Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, 
McHenry, and Will (see Figure 1). 


The region's total 1990 population was 7.26 million, an increase of 
2.2 percent over the 1980 level. The total number of households in 
the region was 2.62 million in 1990, a 5.3 percent increase over the 
1980 level. The stronger growth in the number of households 
compared to population is probably explained by the declines that 
were observed in the region's mean household size and family size 
during the same period. In 1990, the mean household size and 
family size for the region were 2.72 and 3.32, respectively, 
declining from their 1980 levels of 2.80 and 3.41. 


Despite a slight decline in population, Cook County experienced a 
slight increase in the number of households between 1980 and 
1990. Cook County continues to be the center of population for the 
region, accounting for over 70 percent of the region's population 
and households. Density in Cook County, as measured by persons 
per square mile, declined slightly since 1980. However, at 5,313 
persons per square mile, Cook County still had the highest 
population density in the six-county area. Cook County exhibits the 
lowest mean household size of the six counties at 2.67 persons, but 
the third largest mean family size at 3.33 persons. 


The second largest county in the region, in terms of population, is 
DuPage County, accounting for approximately 10 percent of both 
the region's population and its households. From 1980 to 1990, 
population and the number of households in DuPage County 
increased by almost 19 percent and 26 percent, respectively. Of the 
six counties, DuPage County had the lowest mean family size at 
3.24 persons. 


Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will Counties represent the remaining 
20 percent of the region's population and households. Between 
1980 and 1990, McHenry County experienced the largest percentage 
increases in population, 24 percent, and number of households, 28 
percent, of the region's six counties. Lake County also experienced 
substantial percentage increases in population and number of 
households at 18 percent and 25 percent, respectively. Compared to 
McHenry and Lake, Kane and Will counties experienced moderate 
percentage increases in population and number of households in the 
last decade. Population in Kane County increased by 14 percent, 
while population in Will County grew by 10 percent. 


Looking at the age breakdown of the region's population in 1990, 
25.9 percent were under 18 years of age, 62.7 percent were of 
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Housing: 


working age (defined as age 18 to 64) and 11.3 percent were 65 
years or older. Cook County's population can be characterized as 
slightly older than the rest of the region. Nearly 12.4 percent of 
Cook County's population is 65 or older, while less than 10 percent 
of the collar counties’ population is 65 or older. DuPage County 
experienced the highest proportion of working population (ages 18 
to 64) with nearly 65 percent of its total population in this age 
group. Kane and Will Counties had the highest proportions of 
persons less than 18 years old in the region. 


Ethnic composition of the region's population can be characterized 
as follows: 66 percent White, 19 percent Black, 12 percent 
Hispanic, and 3 percent Asian. Of the six counties, Cook County 
had the highest proportion of non-White residents, at just under 43 
percent, and the highest proportion of Black residents at 25.5 
percent. Kane County had the highest proportion of Hispanic 
residents, at 13.7 percent, while DuPage County had the highest 
proportion of Asian residents at 5 percent. 


The total number of housing units in northeastern Illinois in 1990 
was approximately 2.8 million, representing a nearly 6 percent 
increase over 1980 levels. However, the region's housing vacancy 
rate also increased from 5.6 percent in 1980 to 6.4 percent in 1990. 
In 1990, owner-occupied housing units accounted for 61 percent of 
the total occupied housing units in the region, up slightly from 57.3 
percent in 1980. The median value of an owner-occupied housing 
unit in the region rose from $65,800 in 1980 to $110,700 in 1990. 


Cook County's housing units represented more than 72 percent of 
the region's total housing units in 1990. While Cook County added 
almost 28,000 units during the decade, it represented only a 1.4 
percent increase over the 1980 number of housing units. Cook 
County experienced the highest proportions of renter-occupied 
housing units to total housing units at 44.4 percent. Home 
ownership is more prevalent in the the collar counties as the number 
of owner-occupied housing units as a percent of total housing units 
ranged from 69.5 percent in Kane County to 79.9 percent in 
McHenry County. The rate of vacancy ranged from a low of 3.9 
percent in Kane County to 7 percent in Cook County. 


At just over $137,100, the DuPage County median owner-occupied 
housing value was the highest of the six counties in 1990. This was 
followed closely by Lake County's median owner-occupied housing 
value at $136,700; the median value of an owner-occupied unit was 
the lowest in Will County at $89,900. 


Figure 1 
NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS SIX-COUNTY REGION 
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Overview: 


Population: 


POLITICAL TOWNSHIP DATA SUMMARY 


The six counties in the RTA's service area are divided into 115 
political townships (see Figure 1). The graphic presentation in this 
section focuses on the collar county townships since an analysis of 
City of Chicago community areas is presented in a separate section 
of this report. Analysis in this section is brief, as more detail can be 
found in this report in the section entitled "Municipality Data 
Summary”. 


In general, Chicago and its adjacent townships experienced 
population losses between 1980 and 1990. Although near-in 
suburban townships experienced population declines during this 
period, in many of these townships, the number of households 
actually remained stable or increased. For example, Niles, Maine, 
Leyden and Worth Townships, all of which lost residents in the 
1980s, showed no change or slight increases in the number of 
households. 


For the most part, the remainder of the region's townships 
comprising the outer suburban areas all experienced growth in their 
populations and households. Most notable is the growth 
experienced in townships that form a long arc, just west of the inner 
suburban townships. Two townships, Naperville and Orland , 
exhibited very strong growth, both in absolute numbers and 
percentages. 


Beyond this area of strong growth, the townships in the far 
northern, southern and western parts of the six-county region 
exhibited moderate growth. Though absolute growth in population 
and number of households was slight, some townships such as 
Warren, Plato, and Sugar Grove saw significant percentage 
increases. 


In general, higher mean household and family sizes were more 
common in outer area townships than they were in the City of 
Chicago and adjacent suburban townships. Homer, Wheatland and 
Campton Townships exhibited the highest mean household sizes 
ranging from 3.45 to 3.39 persons per household. 


Berwyn, Norwood Park, Riverside and Niles Townships have the 
highest proportions of seniors (age 65 or older); over 20 percent of 
their populations are in this age group. Wheatland and Wayne 
Townships had some of the highest proportions of children under 
the age of 5 years, each greater than 10 percent. Florence and 
Channahon Townships, with over 26 percent, had the highest 
proportions of persons between the ages of 5 to 17. 


Housing: 


Naperville, Wheeling and Schaumburg Townships experienced the 
largest absolute increases in housing units between 1980 and 1990. 
Both Naperville and Wheatland Townships more than doubled their 
housing units during this decade. The greatest declines in the 
number of housing units during the decade was experienced in Joliet 
and Cicero Townships. 


Owner-occupied median housing values were the highest in New 
Trier and West Deerfield Townships, at $341,000 and $280,000, 
respectively. 
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Figure 2 
POPULATION CHANGE DURING 1980-1990 
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Figure 4 
HOUSING UNIT CHANGE DURING 1980-1990 
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Figure 5 
4990 POPULATION DENSITY BY TOWNSHIP 
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Figure 6 


1990 OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS 


Figure 7 
4990 OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING UNIT MEDIAN VALUE 
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Overview: 


Chicago 
Population: 


Chicago 
Housing: 


Suburban 
Population: 


MUNICIPALITY DATA SUMMARY 


Within the six counties of the RTA's service area, there are 263 
municipalities (see Figure 1). 


With 2.78 million residents in 1990 and 1.03 million households, 
the City of Chicago represented 38 percent and 39 percent of the 
region's population and households, respectively. Between 1980 
and 1990, the City's population declined by 7.4 percent, 
representing a loss of 221,000 persons. Similarly, the total number 
of households in Chicago declined by 6.2 percent, representing a 
decline of more than 68,000. 


The mean household size in 1990 was 2.67 persons, down slightly 
from the 1980 level, and mean family size remained relatively 
unchanged at 3.46 persons. Density, as measured by persons per 
square mile, was almost 12,000 persons, significantly higher than 
the regional average of approximately 1,900 persons per square 
mile. 


The age breakdown of the City's population in 1990 was: nearly 26 
percent under the age of 18; 62 percent of working age (defined as 
age 18 to 64); and nearly 12 percent 65 or older. Chicago's ethnic 
composition can be described as follows: 38 percent White, 39 
percent Black, 19 percent Hispanic, and 4 percent Asian. A 
significant portion of the region's non-White ethnic population 
resides in the City with 76 percent, 54 percent, and 41 percent of the 
region's Black, Hispanic and Asian populations, respectively, 
residing within Chicago city limits. 


Chicago had 1.13 million housing units in 1990, accounting for 
40.5 percent of the region's total housing units, and representing a 
3.6 percent decline from the 1980 levels. At 9.5 percent, the City 
experienced the third highest housing vacancy rate among the 
region's 263 municipalities. Owner-occupied housing units 
accounted for 41.5 percent of the total housing units in the City, up 
slightly from 38.9 percent in 1980. The median value of an owner- 
occupied unit in the City increased from $47,200 in 1980 to 
$78,700 in 1990. This $78,700 value represented 71 percent of the 
region's median value of $110,700 for an owner-occupied unit in 
1990. 


Fifteen of the 262 suburban municipalities had achieved a population 
of over 50,000 by 1990. These were comprised of the four major 
satellite cities plus others located in either closer-in areas, or in 
northwestern Cook and southwestern DuPage Counties. The five 
largest suburbs, in terms of population, were Aurora, Naperville, 
Elgin, Joliet and Arlington Heights. In contrast, ninety-one 
suburban municipalities had a population of less than 5,000, most of 
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Suburban Housing: 


which were located in the outer portions of the region, with a few 
scattered in southern and southwestern Cook County. 


In terms of population growth, Naperville and Carol Stream, in 
DuPage County, experienced some of the highest population gains 
in both absolute and relative terms between 1980 and 1990. Nine 
municipalities in the region doubled their populations between 1980 
and 1990. All of these high growth municipalities were located in 
an arc from central Lake County, through northwestern Cook 
County and western DuPage County, to southwestern Cook 
County. 


The municipalities experiencing declines in population between 1980 
and 1990 consisted primarily of Chicago and its adjacent suburbs. 
Several municipalities in south suburban Cook County experienced 
population losses between 1980 and 1990. 


The mean household size of almost 63 percent of the municipalities 
in the region was in the range of 2.5 to 3.0 persons per household. 
Ford Heights in southern Cook County, South Barrington in 
northwestern Cook County, and Hainesville in central Lake County 
had the largest mean household sizes (over 3.5 persons per 
household). The municipalities adjacent to Chicago tended to 
exhibit smaller household sizes. 


In terms of population density, as measured by persons per square 
mile, major communities with density levels of more than 11,000 
persons per square mile included Elmwood Park, Berwyn, Cicero 
and Oak Park. Over 50 percent of the municipalities fell into the 
range of 1,000 to 4,000 persons per square mile. 


Ten suburban municipalities experienced a doubling of the number 
of housing units in their communities, with Naperville experiencing 
the highest absolute increase at 16,843 units. Larger suburban 
municipalities experiencing significant declines in the number of 
housing units include Oakbrook Terrace, losing 27 percent of its 
units, and Rosemont, losing 13 percent of its units. Housing 
vacancy rates in the suburban municipalities typically ranged from 3 
- 5 percent, with some higher and lower exceptions. 


The percentage of owner-occupied housing units to total units vaned 
widely. Municipalities situated closer to the City of Chicago 
typically had rates in the range of 40 - 55 percent owner-occupied, 
while rural municipalities at the outer reaches of the metropolitan 
area experienced rates typically in the 80 - 95 percent range. 


Higher median housing values for owner-occupied units were found 
primarily in municipalities located in the northern and northwestern 
portions of Cook County, in DuPage County, and in southern 
portion of Lake County. In contrast, the lower median housing 
values were found primarily in municipalities situated in southern 
Cook County, portions of western Cook and Will counties, and 
northeastern Lake County. 
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which were located in the outer portions of the region, with a few 
scattered in southern and southwestern Cook County. 


In terms of population growth, Naperville and Carol Stream, in 
DuPage County, experienced some of the highest population gains 
in both absolute and relative terms between 1980 and 1990. Nine 
municipalities in the region doubled their populations between 1980 
and 1990. All of these high growth municipalities were located in 
an arc from central Lake County, through northwestern Cook 
County and western DuPage County, to southwestern Cook 
County. 


The municipalities experiencing declines in population between 1980 
and 1990 consisted primarily of Chicago and its adjacent suburbs. 
Several municipalities in south suburban Cook County experienced 
population losses between 1980 and 1990. 


The mean household size of almost 63 percent of the municipalities 
in the region was in the range of 2.5 to 3.0 persons per household. 
Ford Heights in southern Cook County, South Barrington in 
northwestern Cook County, and Hainesville in central Lake County 
had the largest mean household sizes (over 3.5 persons per 
household). The municipalities adjacent to Chicago tended to 
exhibit smaller household sizes. 


In terms of population density, as measured by persons per square 
mile, major communities with density levels of more than 11,000 
persons per square mile included Elmwood Park, Berwyn, Cicero 
and Oak Park. Over 50 percent of the municipalities fell into the 
range of 1,000 to 4,000 persons per square mile. 


Ten suburban municipalities experienced a doubling of the number 
of housing units in their communities, with Naperville experiencing 
the highest absolute increase at 16,843 units. Larger suburban 
municipalities experiencing significant declines in the number of 
housing units include Oakbrook Terrace, losing 27 percent of its 
units, and Rosemont, losing 13 percent of its units. Housing 
vacancy rates in the suburban municipalities typically ranged from 3 
- 5 percent, with some higher and lower exceptions. 


The percentage of owner-occupied housing units to total units varied 
widely. Municipalities situated closer to the City of Chicago 
typically had rates in the range of 40 - 55 percent owner-occupied, 
while rural municipalities at the outer reaches of the metropolitan 
area experienced rates typically in the 80 - 95 percent range. 


Higher median housing values for owner-occupied units were found 
primarily in municipalities located in the northern and northwestern 
portions of Cook County, in DuPage County, and in southern 
portion of Lake County. In contrast, the lower median housing 
values were found primarily in municipalities situated in southern 
Cook County, portions of western Cook and Will counties, and 
northeastern Lake County. 
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Figure 5 


AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE IN 1990 
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Overview: 


Population: 


Housing: 


CHICAGO COMMUNITY AREA DATA SUMMARY 


The City of Chicago is divided into 77 community areas (see Figure 
1). Community areas are comprised of complete U.S. Census 
tracts. 


While the City of Chicago's overall population declined by 7.4 
percent between 1980 and 1990, some community areas experienced 
strong growth. Community areas experiencing the largest absolute 
and percentage increases in population include: the northern 
community areas of Rogers Park, West Ridge and Lincoln Park; the 
northwest areas of Belmont-Cragin, Albany Park and Hermosa; 
South Lawndale in the western part of the City; and the near 
southwest areas of Gage Park and Chicago Lawn. Community 
areas experiencing the largest population losses are located primarily 
on the west and south side of the City. 


The mean household size for the City of Chicago was 2.67 persons. 
The northeast community areas experienced some of the lowest 
mean household sizes in the City, ranging from 1.51 to 2.26 
persons. High mean household sizes, ranging from 3.36 to 4.07 
persons, were found in the west side community areas of the Lower 
West Side, North Lawndale and South Lawndale and scattered 
throughout other parts of the City. 


In terms of persons per square mile, much of the north side of 
Chicago experienced density levels significantly higher than the 
citywide average of 11,900. Concentrations of density were also 
found on the west and the near southwest areas of the City. The 
northeast community areas of Lakeview, Uptown, Edgewater and 
Rogers Park, with 20,000 to 31,000 persons per square mile, are 
some of the densest in the City. In addition to the Grand Boulevard 
community area, the near southwest community areas of 
Englewood, West Englewood and Auburn Gresham had the highest 
density levels of community areas on the south side. 


Overall, Chicago experienced a 3.5 percent decrease in the number 
of housing units between 1980 and 1990. Community areas 
experiencing the largest housing unit gains in absolute terms include 
many of the northeastern community areas and some of the 
community areas in the far north,the near west and the south sides 
of the City. Absolute losses were most notable in the near 
northwest, the west and the mid-south areas of Chicago. 


In terms of housing vacancy rates, the citywide average of 9.5 
percent was exceeded in several west side and south side community 
areas. Numerous community areas in the southwest and northwest 
portions of Chicago experienced vacancy rates of less than 5 
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percent, well below the citywide average. The highest vacancy 
rates, ranging between 20 percent and 40 percent of the housing 
units were experienced in the community areas of the Near West 
Side, Oakland, Grand Boulevard, Washington Park and Woodlawn. 


Owner-occupants represented 42 percent of the total housing units in 
the city, with the remaining 58 percent representing rental units. 
Community areas with high proportions of rental units, exceeding 
75 percent of the total occupied units, were concentrated on the 
south, west and northeast portions of Chicago. In contrast, owner- 
occupied units in community areas on the far northwest and far 
southwest areas of Chicago typically represented more than 75 
percent of the total housing units in those community areas. 


The median value of an owner-occupied housing unit in Chicago 
was $78,700 in 1990. The highest median housing values were 
concentrated in north and northeast community areas, in the Loop, 
in the Near South Side and in the Kenwood/Hyde Park community 
areas further south. Lower median housing values in the city were 
generally found on the near northwest side, the far west side and in 
several south side community areas. 


5-2 


Rogers Park 
West Ridge 
Uptown 
Lincoln Square 
North Center 
Lake View 
Lincoln Park 
Near North 
Edison Park 
Norwood Park 
Jefferson Park 
Forest Glen 
North Park 
Albany Park 
Portage Park 
Irving Park 
Dunning 
Montclare 
Belmont Cragin 
Hermosa 
Avondale 

Logan Square 
Humboldt Park 
West Town 
Austin 

West Garfield Park 
East Garfield Park 
Near West Side 
North Lawndale 
South Lawndale 
Lower West Side 
Loop 

Near South Side 
Armour Square 


Fuller Park 
Grand Boulevard 
Kenwood 
Washington Park 
Hyde Park 
Woodlawn 

South Shore 
Chatham 

Avalon Park 


Figure 1 
CHICAGO COMMUNITY AREAS 
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Figure 2 


POPULATION CHANGE DURING 1980-1990 
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Figure 3 


HOUSEHOLD CHANGE DURING 1980-1990 


percentage change 


fa-3° To <-40 H 0 To <410 
-40 To < 0 40 To <80 


5-5 


Figure 4 


HOUSING UNIT CHANGE DURING 1980-1990 
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Figure 5 
1990 POPULATION DENSITY BY COMMUNITY AREA 
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Figure 6 


1990 HOUSING UNIT VACANCY RATE BY COMMUNITY AREA 
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Figure 7 


1990 HOUSING UNIT RENTER OCCUPIED RATE 
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Figure 8 


4990 OWNER OCCUPIED HOUSING UNIT MEDIAN VALUE 
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